
Dr. Lisa Grant “excited and honored”
to become next CSD superintendent

Dr. Lisa Grant has of-
ficially been selected 

to join Centralia School 
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District as the new super-
intendent. Presently the 
Mossyrock superinten-
dent, Grant’s experience 
in education includes 
being both a teacher and 
principal for more than 
three decades. 
     Dr. Grant, being a 
Centralian herself, is 
“very aware of the unique 
strengths and challeng-
es of our district,” CSD 
Board President Lori Fast 
wrote in an email to CSD 
staff.
     “It was clear that she is 

committed to excellence 
for our community,” Fast 
continued. “Her servant’s 
heart and desire to cul-
tivate relationships here 
was clearly evident.”
     While awaiting her full 
transition to Centralia, 
Grant stated, “I am very 
excited and honored to be 
the next superintendent 
of the Centralia School 
District. I look forward 
to working with the staff, 
parents and community 
to serve the students of 
Centralia!” 

     The process of choos-
ing the person who would 
replace Mark Davalos as 
superintendent of Lewis 
County’s largest school 
district was meticulous 
and reflective, according 
to Fast. 
     “Our process was 
thorough, deliberate, 
and thoughtful,” she 
explained. “We took into 
account the needs of all 
the stakeholders in our 
district. This includes our 
students, our staff and our 
community at large.”

Residents living within 
the Centralia School 

District boundaries voted 
against the EP&O levy 
(Educational Programs 
and Operations) on Tues-
day, with a 70-percent 
“no” vote.
     From 2013 up until 
now, the average levy 
rate was $2.66, but when 
the levy was lowered in 

2017 to $1.50 because of 
the McCleary decision, it 
made levy-funded pro-
grams harder to afford 
and maintain. Therefore, 
the levy would have pro-
vided more funding for 
the programs it paid for.
The price of this replace-
ment levy would have cost 
around $493.75 a year, or 
about $41.15 a month for 
the average house value 
in Centralia and the levy 
is voted for every two to 

four years.
     The levy is what funds 
non-basic education 
programs. This includes 
technology purchases, 
maintenance and replace-
ment, special education, 
athletics, additional 
teachers, music and arts, 
facility maintenance, stu-
dent transportation, food 
service etc. 
     The money made, esti-
mated to be around $6.6 
million in 2021, can only 

go towards these non-ed-
ucation programs, and 
at the rate of the current 
levy, these programs are 
having trouble being paid 
for.
     Overall, the increased 
rate for the levy will make 
levy funded programs 
have greater financial sup-
port, but do so at the cost 
of around $493.75 a year, 
however, the levy is voted 
for frequently.
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EP&O levy crumbles under 70-percent “no” vote



Centralia choirs 
make statement 
in WMEA region-
al contests at 
Kelso High
BY JONATHAN ZIMMER
COLUMNS STAFF

Singers Victor Rojas and 
Autumn Waltman

The Centralia High 
School choirs competed 

in the 2020 WMEA Re-
gional Solo and Ensemble 
competition at Kelso High 
School n Feb 8. 
     CHS had many groups 
and soloists in attendance 
at this event, with only one 
Centralia group placing this 
year. Congratulations to the 
W.A.V.E. quartet that con-
sists of  Wyatt Reid, Autumn 
Waltman, Victor Rojas Al-
tamirano and Elise Montee. 
They placed as second alter-
nate, the equivalent of third 
place, in the small mixed 
ensemble category as their 
song “Sinner Man” earned 
them a superior rating.

Singers Wyatt Reid and 
Elise Montee

Auditions open for play 
“Little Shop of Horrors” 

Do you love wacky 
comedies? Do you love 

drama mixed with a bit of 
gore? Join Mr. Ready in 
the Centralia High School 
library Feb. 20 and 21 to 
audition for the play “Little 
Shop of Horrors.”
     Contestants can be ex-
pected to have a one-minute 
monologue and 16 bars of 
music prepared for their au-
dition. Or maybe, for those 
techie types, join backstage 
to help the show go on and 
make the magic that brings 
the show to life. (Besides 
the actors and actresses of 
course) Auditions are from 
3 pm to 4:30. 
     For those who don’t 
know what this play/movie 
is about, a simple flower 
shop assistant Seymour 
pines for coworker Audrey. 

During a total eclipse, he 
discovers an unusual plant 
he named Audrey II, which 
feeds on human flesh and 
blood. 
     The thriving plant 
attracts a great deal of 
business for the previously 
dying store. After Seymour 
feeds Audrey’s boyfriend, 
Orin, to the plant after 
Orin’s accidental death, he 
must come up with more 
bodies for the now horren-
dously bloodthirsty plant.
     Everyone is welcome to 
audition.

February 8, 1587: The 
execution of Mary, Queen 
of Scots. Mary was a 
queen of Scotland who 
was defeated in a lengthy 
civil war in which she 
abdicated her throne for 
her son James VI. She was 
later imprisoned for plot-
ting to overthrow Queen 
Elizabeth I, her succes-
sor, and was executed at 
Fotheringhay Castle in 
Northamptonshire En-
gland. (Pictured below)

THIS MONTH 
IN HISTORY

BY JONATHAN ZIMMER
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Unlike his mother, James 
VI had been working to-
wards peace and the Trea-
ty of Berwick was born in 
1586, one year before the 

Mary, Queen of Scots

BY JESSYKA RITZMAN
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death of his mother, Mary. 
This fanned the flame for 
him to become James I of 
England in 1603.
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W
ith Val-
entine’s 
Day 
upon us, 
many 
grow 
con-
fident 
that our plans will consist of 
cheap chocolate and binge 

Hello fellow gamers! 
Have you ever had that 

moment where you can't de-
cide what game to buy? Do 
you get so tired and fed up 
with companies announc-
ing games a couple years in 
advance? Relax! Here are the 
top five games announced 
for the year 2020.

     In our number one spot 
we have a game that most 
people are excited for. “Cy-

berpunk 2077” is an upcom-
ing role-playing video game 
developed and published by 
CD Projekt. It is scheduled 
to be released for Microsoft 
Windows, PlayStation 4, 
Stadia and Xbox One on 
Sept. 17, 2020.
     The number two spot 
goes to “The Last of Us 
Part II.” This upcoming 
action-adventure game was 
developed by Naughty Dog 
and published by Sony In-
teractive Entertainment for 
the PlayStation 4.
     So far we have a new fan-
tastic list of games coming 
to stores this year, but it's 
not over yet! Our number 
three spot goes to “DOOM 
Eternal,” an upcoming 
first-person shooter vid-
eo game that has demons, 
blood, gore and so much 
more. “DE” is developed by 
id Software and published 
by Bethesda Softworks.
     The game train isn't 

Introducing the top games of 2020
stopping yet. The number 
four spot goes to a wonder-
ful remake of an old classic, 
“Resident Evil 3,” an upcom-
ing survival horror game 
developed and published by 
Capcom. 

     The game is a remake of 
“Resident Evil 3: Nemesis,” 
and follows Jill Valentine 
as she attempts to escape a 
zombie apocalypse while 
hunted by an intelligent bio 
weapon known as Nemesis, 
also known as the Pursuer. 
     Now for our final spot on 

this list at number five we 
have a well awaited call from 
a certain PC game developer 
known as Valve. “Half-Life: 
Alyx” is an upcoming virtual 
reality first-person shooter 
developed and published by 
the company Valve who also 
made the other games in the 
“Half-Life” series. Taking 
place before the events of 
“Half-Life 2,” players control 
Alyx Vance as she and her 
father Eli fight the occupy-
ing alien Combine.

BY SPENCER PITCOCK
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watching Netflix. However, 
the overwhelming selection 
of movies can intimidate us 
in deciding where to start. 
Therefore, to ease that stress 
of indecision, the movie 
you should add to your list 
is “Hitch,” an entertaining 
and heartwarming romantic 
comedy.
     “Hitch “is enjoyable for 
many reasons, one of which 
is for the cast full of famil-
iar faces. Actors like Eva 
Mendes, Kevin Sussman, 

Kevin James and Will Smith 
bring acting that doesn’t 
disappoint, helping make 
this Andy Tennant film as 
good as it is. 
     Of course an excellent 
cast is just one aspect of 
what it takes to make a 
quality film, but the plot 
holds up and keeps intrigue, 
telling the story of Hitch 
(Will Smith), the dating 
doctor who helps struggling 
Albert (Kevin James), get 
the girl of his dreams, Al-

legra Cole (Amber Valletta), 
all the while struggling with 
his own love life. 
     This film will make 
Valentine’s Day nice for 
those who find the holiday 
unfavorable, and great for 
those who already view the 
holiday as good. Laughter 
will be unavoidable, and 
you’ll have trouble stopping 
a smile-except for moments 
of intensity. Don’t believe 
me? Find Hitch on Netflix 
and decide for yourself.

Romantic comedy “Hitch” is just your ticket
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Do you ever struggle 
to get your loved 

ones something senti-
mental for Valentine’s 
Day? Well, here are a few 
ideas for ANYONE.
     Bake them something 
- Heart-shaped Rice 
Krispies treats or brown-
ies are great alternatives if 
you don’t want to buy the 
basic chocolates like ev-
eryone else. This is more 
special and personal, and 
it’s also cute because it’s 
heart shaped! 

Everyone knows that 
there is a new virus 

spreading around but 
does anyone really know 
what it does to your body 
and how you prevent get-
ting it into your system?
     The Coronaviruses are 
a family of viruses that 
cause illnesses ranging 
from the common cold 
to more severe diseases 
such as severe respiratory 
syndrome (SARS) and 
Middle East respiratory 
syndrome (MERS). These 
viruses were original-
ly transmitted between 

     Reasons I love you jar 
- All you need is some pa-
per and a mason jar. You 
get some small papers and 
write things that you love 
about them, then you fold 
the pieces of paper and 
put them all in there. 
     Love in the form of 
art - Draw or paint them 
something, it could just 
be of something they love 
that they can put some-
where like hang up on 
their wall. Put your talent 
to the test and show them 
love with it
     A song or a poem - 
Nothing says I love you 

like / better than a song 
or poem for them. Some-
thing for them to listen 
to that can remind them 
of your love when they’re 
feeling down or just feel 
like listening to some-
thing. 
     Memory journal / 
notebook - If you want 
something REALLY sweet 
and sentimental, then opt 
for the more crafty route, 
which is a memory jour-
nal. Get pictures, wrist-
bands, concert tickets and 
dedicate each page to a 
favorite memory you have 
together. 

BY EMMA BIVINS
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animals and people. Signs 
of infection include fever, 
cough, shortness of breath 
and breathing difficulties.      
     In severe cases, it can 
lead to pneumonia, SARS, 
kidney failure and even 
death. The incubation 
period of the coronavirus 
remains unknown. Some 
sources say it could be 
between 10 and 14 days. 
     Infected patients can 
also be asymptomatic, 
meaning they do not dis-
play any of the symptoms 
above, despite having the 
virus in their systems.
Clean hands with soap 
and water or alco-

hol-based hand rub.
     Cover nose and mouth 
when coughing and 
sneezing with tissue or 
flexed elbow. Avoid close 
contact with anyone with 
cold or flu-like symptoms
Thoroughly cook meat 
and eggs.
     Avoid unprotected 
contact with live animals
Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose, and mouth with un-
washed hands. Stay home 
when you are sick.
     Clean and disinfect 
frequently touched ob-
jects and surfaces using a 
regular household clean-
ing spray or wipe.

THE COLUMNS
Krissyona Spillman

Editor-In-Chief

Jasen Wenzelburger
Photography Editor

Pete Kendall
Adviser

Emma Bivins
Aiden Ferris

Nayeli Gonselez
Jacob Halseth

Jade Parnel
Spencer Pitcock
Jessyka Ritzman

Micki Rutherford
Shayna Sekerak
Trenton Smith

Jonathan Zimmer

Centralia School District does 
not discriminate in any pro-
grams or activities on the basis 
of sex, race, creed, religion, 
color, national origin, age, vet-
eran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression 
or identity, disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or 
service animal and provides 
equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth 
groups. The following employ-
ees have been designated to 
handle questions and com-
plaints of alleged discrimina-
tion: Civil Rights Coordinator: 
Mark Davalos (mdavalos@
centralia.wednet.edu); Title IX 
Coordinator: Scott Chamber-
lain (schamberlain@centralia.
wednet.edu); and Section 504 
Coordinator: Kate Pothier, 
(kpothier@centralia.wednet.
edu) (360) 330-7600, 2320 
Borst Avenue, Centralia, WA 
98531-0610.

Crafted gifts small on cost, big on love
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Simple caution and cleanliness go a 
long way in reducing chance of illness
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